Testing for broken links
Finding and Fixing Broken Links

If you’re trying to rein in a chaotic Web site, or if you just want to check a site

for broken links, you’ll be pleased to discover the Check Links feature.  This is a great feature for testing sites for GCSE and A level coursework.

You can use Check Links to verify the links in a single file or an entire Web site and you can use it to automatically fix all the referring links at once.

Here’s an example of what Check Links can do. Assume that someone on your team (because you would never do such a thing yourself) changed the name of a file from new.htm to old.htm without using the Dreamweaver automatic link update features to fix the corresponding links. Maybe this person changed the name using another program or simply renamed it in the Finder on the Mac or in Explorer in Windows. Changing the filename was easy, but what this person may not have realized is that if he or she didn’t change the links to the file when the file was renamed, the links are now broken. If only one page links to the file that your clueless teammate changed, fixing the broken link isn’t such a big problem. As long as you remember what file the page links from, you can simply open that page and use the Properties

inspector to reset the link the same way you created the link in the first

place.  But many times, a single page in a Web site is linked to many other pages. When this is the case, fixing all the link references can be time-consuming and forgetting some of them is all too easy. That’s why the Check Links feature is so helpful. First, it serves as a diagnostic tool that identifies broken links throughout the site (so you don’t have to second-guess where someone may have changed a filename or moved a file). Then it serves as a global fix-it tool. You can use the Check Links dialog box to identify the page a broken link should go to, and Dreamweaver automatically fixes all links referring to that page. The following section walks you through this process.
The process of checking for broken links

To check a site for broken links, follow these steps:

1. Select the site name from the drop-down list at the top of the Files

panel and choose the site you want to work on from the list.

Link checking works only for sites listed in the Dreamweaver Site dialog

box. 

2. From the menu, choose Site - Check Links Sitewide.

The Link Checker tab opens in the Results panel at the bottom of the

page, just under the Properties inspector, as shown in Figure 3-3. The

tab displays a list of internal and external links. The tab also lists any

pages, images, or other items not linked from any other page in the site

(Dreamweaver calls these orphans). Unused images can waste space on

your server so this list is handy if you want to clean up old images or

other elements you no longer use on the site.
If you do find broken links, the next section shows you how Dreamweaver automatically updates multiple link references to make fixing them fast and easy.
Fixing broken links

Broken links are one of the most problematic errors a Web designer can

make. After you identify a broken link in your site, you should fix it immediately.
Nothing turns off moderators faster than clicking a link and getting a File

Not Found error page (also known as a 404 error because that’s the official

Web error code associated with the message viewers usually see if they click

a broken link). Fortunately, Dreamweaver makes fixing broken links simple by

providing quick access to files with broken links and automating the process

of fixing multiple links to the same file.
After using the Link Checker feature described in the preceding section to

identify broken links, follow these steps to use the Results panel to fix them:
1. With the Results panel open at the bottom of the page, double-click a

filename that Dreamweaver identified as a broken link.

The page and its corresponding Properties inspector opens. The Results

panel remains visible.
2. Select the broken link or image on the open page.

3. In the Properties inspector, click the folder icon to the right of the Src

text box to identify the correct image file.

The Select Image Source dialog box appears. You can type the correct

filename and path in the text box or browse to find the image.

You fix links to pages just as you fix links to images, except you type the name of the correct file into the Link text box or click the folder icon

next to it to find the file in your site folder.
4. Click the filename and the Select button; then click OK.

The link automatically changes to reflect the new filename and location.

If you replace an image, the image file reappears on the page.
If the link that you correct appears in multiple pages, Dreamweaver prompts

you with a dialog box asking whether you want to fix the remaining broken

link references to the file. Click the Yes button to automatically correct all

other references. Click the No button to leave other files unchanged.
